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PASTOR’S REPORT:

“... and the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.”
- Acts 2:47b

When Luke recounts what the first days of the early church
were like, this is how he ends his description. We learn a lot
from this simple verse. First, note that people were coming
to Christ every single day! But what does it mean that they
were “added to their number?”
It strikes me that there is more than just mathematics
involved here. God is doing more than just writing people’s
names down in the Book of Life. He’s also joining them
organically to the body of Christ. They are becoming active
and involved members of the local church.
Of all the challenges we face in the year to come, this
one is in some ways the greatest: how do we involve more
people in the life of the body of Christ? How do we welcome
them in such a way that they are not only given a place to
worship and learn, but a place to truly “plug in,” to serve
others, and for some, a place to move into leadership?
You’ll hear more about that in the Sunday Morning
message and at the Annual Meeting. In the meantime, here
are a few highlights of what God did at FAC in 2015...

• He brought many new people to our church services,
bringing our attendance to around 350 people for most
of the weeks in December and January. This longer
term numerical growth is unprecedented for us, and it
challenges us to seek God’s empowerment, wisdom and
provision so that we can truly fulfill Acts 2:47 and see
Him not just bringing people in but adding them to our
number just like He did in First-Century Jerusalem!

• He brought at least 13 new believers into His family
through our direct witness and ministry. (This does not
count those who were led to the Lord by family members
and friends but don’t live in the area or haven’t come to
our church.)
• He moved in the lives of dozens of others to bring them
to a deeper commitment as reflected in the growth in
almost every segment of our discipleship ministries.
• He brought two new staff members to our church and
enabled another one to transition to a new position,
resulting in accelerated growth in our fellowship.
• He provided for us to make new strides in international
outreach. We sent 14 people to the Dominican Republic.
Also, we praise the Lord that throughout 2015, the
“Burkina Project” was fully funded and never had to
take a dime from our General Fund.
• Also in the missions area, He enabled us to give far
more than ever before to the Great Commission Fund,
and He brought one of our members, Katie McWhorter,
through the rigorous interview process that certifies her
to be a career international worker with the Alliance.
• He provided for us to make, and keep, new commitments
in international outreach. It is a definite praise that
throughout 2015, the “Burkina Project” was fully funded
and never had to take a dime from our General Fund.
• He provided a buyer for our Ninth St. property.  
Hallelujah! Through this sale, and through some special
giving at the end of the year, our mortgage balance is
now down to less than half of its original value.
• He brought continued growth to our children’s ministries.

It has truly been a year of kingdom advance at First
Alliance. At the same time, we experienced a few setbacks
and heartaches. We bid farewell to Paul Wright, Helen Clark,
Bonnie Biesecker, and Betty Boesenberg who are now with
the Lord. In addition, many others lost family members
who were not part of our church.
It has been a privilege leading First Alliance through
this past year, laughing and crying with you, praying for you
and with you, and learning together from the Lord. I sensed
God’s Spirit really moving as we worked through the book
of Romans on Sunday mornings, especially on those special
Sundays we spent in chapter 8. I will always remember the
parade of people bringing their commitments to the altar in
response to God’s invitation in Romans 12 to become “living
sacrifices.” I know that for many of you the breakthroughs
came not in a worship service but in Sunday School or a
small group meeting -- many that I don’t even know about!
Thank you for opening up your hearts to God’s Spirit!
Here are challenges we face as we head into 2016...
• Connecting all of our new people to the body in
meaningful ways.
• Equipping the younger generation to assume more
leadership in the church.
• Growing in faithful stewardship as we take on new and
greater financial obligations for staff, ministry, and missions.
• Learning how to serve our community in more tangible ways.
• The Senior Pastor learning to step back from the front
lines to some extent and equip the leaders around him
rather than always having to be involved.
As I enter my 15th year of ministry at First Alliance, and
as we complete our 75th year as a local church, allow me to
express my gratitude to each one of you for your partnership
in the gospel. It is truly a joy to serve at a local church where
God is providing the increase and where the Holy Spirit is
moving in the hearts of His people!
Yours with love in Christ,

ASSOCIATE PASTOR’S REPORT:

Discipleship Ministries
Submitted by Pastor Ben Landes
Personally and Professionally 2015 has been the year of new
things for me and my family! I was Youth Pastor for half
the year and on August 1, I started as Associate Pastor. Two
Scripture passages fuel my passion for making disciples:
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have
become convinced of, because you know those from whom
you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the
holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training
in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:14-17)
Also, the Great Commission (above) is the Church’s mission
from our Father to make disciples. I aim to spend my energy,
finances, time, and creativity to fulfill this mission. The
2 Timothy passage points to the content of our disciplemaking, the Scriptures! I am personally challenged to know
the Word better. The passage also challenges me to lead our
church in helping every child, teen, and adult at FAC increase
in their love of the Word and their knowledge of it.
Highlights of the Discipleship Ministries in 2015:
• Adult Bible Fellowship: We changed the name to reflect
the nature and purpose of our groups. These Sunday
morning groups continue to be a great place to dig into
the truth of the Word and grow close to one another. We
offer 5-6 groups each quarter for adults and several new
families have plugged in here.
• Kids Sunday School: We continue to offer quality biblical
instruction on an age appropriate level for our children.
Donna, Mary Beth, and Peanutt provide nursery care for
our littlest ones. Barbara Sue teaches the Preschoolers and
Kindergarteners. Beth Barber teaches the 1st and 2nd
graders. Myrtie Younts teaches the 3rd – 5th grade group.
• Adult Small Groups: This fall we launched six groups.
Four groups for couples and singles meet weekly on
Sundays (mostly in homes), and two single sex (Men’s and
Women’s) groups on Wednesdays at the church. This was

“All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore, go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

the fastest growing area of our adult discipleship ministry
in 2015! We had just over 90 adults involved in a small
group this fall and winter alone. Three of our six groups
are near capacity (averaging close to 20 people). Our goal
is to provide at least one more small group for adults in
the spring of 2016.
• D-groups: New discipleship groups launched in
December of 2015. These groups are comprised of 3-4
men or women that meet for in depth Bible study and
accountability. We have ten groups meeting for a oneyear commitment in 2016. These groups seek to fulfill the
Great Commission by multiplying after a year is up. Each
person involved will lead a new d-group in 2017.
Another aspect of my new position involves assisting Pastor
Paul with various ministry projects, including:
• Visitation: This has been a rewarding part of ministry
as I have been able to sit with, cry with, rejoice with,
celebrate with, and pray with many people in 2015. I often
leave visits saying, “I came to encourage you and you
encouraged me instead!”
• Missions: We sent Tom Talmon, Dennis Emerson,
Richard Frank, and Craig Stewart to drill wells for clean
water in remote villages in Burkina in the midst of an Ebola
scare. Brittany Rankin served with Envision in Guinea
and Taiwan, Katie McWhorter and Christy Stauffer
ministered to Muslims in North Africa. We partnered with
the Envision field in Burkina Faso by pledging to support
Brandon and Melanie Hilstad. We also sent a team of 14
teens and adults to the Dominican Republic this summer.
Finally, to mobilize our congregation to pray for missions,
we set up a missions bulletin board in the welcome center.
We update the board quarterly with prayer requests from
six missionaries. Our church remains faithful to the DNA
of the Alliance by seeking to fulfill the Great Commission
around the world by praying, giving, and going!
Thanks for your partnership in the gospel, and thank you
for your love, support, and generosity to me and my family!
People often ask Ashley and I how we “do it” with three
kids under three and we reply, “we have a wonderful church
family!”

ELDERS
REPORT:

FUNDING THE GREAT COMMISSION:

Missions Financial Report

Submitted by Pastor Paul Titus

Submitted by Terri Maxcy, Missions Treasurer

PROJECT / FUND

2015 TOTAL

Great Commission Fund (GCF)
Support Pete Brokopp
Hilstad / Burkina Project
Brittany Rankin
John Arnold
Betty Boesenberg Short-term Missions Fund
Envision - Cleveland
Vo-Tech school in Senegal (Holcombs’ ministry)
Vo-Tech school in Hounde, Burkina Faso (Amoveo)
Support Katie McWhorter
Support Christy Stauffer
GCF FISCAL YEAR TOTAL
(04/01/15-12/31/15)
		
GCF FISCAL YEAR PLEDGE
(04/01/15-12/31/15)
TOTAL GCF PLEDGE
(04/01/15 - 03/31/16)

$79,164.00
$12,213.00
$33,591.25
$800.00
$100.00
$1,270.00
$10,000.00
$5,000.00
$10,000.00
$20,000.00
$8,000.00
$67,163.00
       
  $31,826.25
        

$42,435.00

90 IN SMALL GROUPS

ADULTS INVOLVED

10

DISCIPLESHIP
GROUPS

To Multiply in 2017
FAC IS COMMITTED TO

14 DOMINICAN

SENT TO THE

REPUBLIC

PRAYING, GIVING & GOING!

The elders of First Alliance are the
highest level of servant leadership
in the local church. Our job is
to pray for the congregation, to
guide them as God guides us, and
to oversee the disciple-making
process of First Alliance.
This year the elders began to
make more of an effort to make
personal connections, especially
with people who showed interest
in going deeper with God or
becoming more involved in the
church. We followed up on many
prospective new members and
worked through the “Talents,
Gifts, and Interests” survey with
several families and individuals.
At the same time, we continued
our ministry of counsel and
intercession for those in spiritual
need, whether at the altar during
the service or at other times.
A special thank you to Jon
Thomas, who is coming off the
elder board after several years.
Thanks also to the other elders:
Eddie Pierce, John Stauffer, Joey
Nifong, Tom Talmon, Jim Abbott,
Doug McWhorter, and Steve
Gusefski. Randy Shumaker also
served faithfully as an elder while
his health allowed. Thank you also
to the eleven former elders who
took on part of our shepherding
responsibilities and allowed us
to care for more people in our
growing congregation.
Please pray for your elders as
we seek God’s direction in 2016.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

General Fund Balance Sheet
WORSHIP
TEAM:
Submitted by Jesse DeHass
2015 was a fruitful year for
our Worship Team Ministry.
We continue to improve upon
the smoothness of our music,
and to include testimonies and
scripture in each service. We also
introduced several new songs in
the first half of the year: Immortal,
Invisible, Your Grace Finds Me,
Oceans (Where Feet May Fail),
Man Of Sorrows, & I Will Lift My
Eyes. We will continue with six
new songs in the first six months
of this year as well.
The songs were selected
by members of the Worship
Team, and were introduced to
everyone at our Jam Session on
November 15th. A big thanks
to those who participated!
Our membership has shifted
slightly, and we’ve welcomed a
few new members very recently:
Steve Martin on drums, David
Lucas on guitar, and Doreen
Bahm as a vocalist. We’ve been
very blessed to have a few old
members fill in as needed:
Rhonda Summer, Randy Dally
on bass, Daniel Titus on drums,
and Christy Stauffer on violin.

ASSETS
Current Assets
		 Checking/Savings
General Fund Checking
Total Checking/Savings
Total Current Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

Dec 31, 2015

204,888.39
204,888.39
204,888.39
204,888.39

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
		
		 Current Liabilities
			
Other Current Liabilities		
21000 · Payroll Taxes
1,451.33
Total Other Current Liabilities
1,451.33
Total Current Liabilities
1,451.33
Total Liabilities
1,451.33
Equity
32000 · Opening Balance Jan 2013
32001 · Net Income 2013-2014
Net Income 2015
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

110,115.06
45,012.10
48,309.90
203,437.06
204,888.39

Sale of Ninth Street Property May 28,2015
Negotiated Sale Price
FAC’s Final Proceeds
Disbursed Directly to BNC Mortgage 6/2/15
Reserved Per Board Action on 5/26/15
Additional Applied to BNC Mortgage 6/4/15

Reserve Checking Balance

$300,000.00
$286,225.50
$225,000.00
$28,000.00
$32,602.95

Reserve Checking Account balance on 1/15/16                        $48,668.89

TREASURER’S REPORT:

General Fund

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and running over will
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use,
it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38)

Submitted by Pamela Miller, Treasurer

INCOME

40000 · GENERAL FUND GIVING
40130 · MEMORIAL GIFTS
40300 · STATE SALES TAX REFUND
40500 · RENTAL INCOME
40505 · Ninth Street Rental Income
40510 · Arnold Road Rental Income
45150 · Miscellaneous Rental Income
Total 40500 · RENTAL INCOME
Total Income

EXPENSE

Total 60000 · PERSONNEL
61000 · FACILITIES/ ADMINISTRATION
61100 · Office Operations
61110 · General Church Literature
61120 · Office Supplies
61130 · Copier
61140 · Postage
61150 · Equipment Repair/Upkeep
61160 · Internet Access
61170 · Payroll Service Fees
61180 · Office Equipment
61190 · Service & Finance Charges
Total 61100 · Office Operations
61200 · Debt Retirement
61210 · Mortgage Expense
Total 61200 · Debt Retirement
61300 · Utilities
61310 · Electric/Gas
61320 · Telephone
61330 · Trash Collection
61340 · Water
61350   Internet Access
Total 61300 · Utilities

2015 Budget

2015 Actual

Proposed
2016 Budget

471,618.72
0.00
0.00

498,407.70
420.00
3,174.33

508,908.00
0.00
0.00

3,500.00
1,000.00
0.00
  4,500.00
476,118.72

0.00
975.00
50.00
1,025.00
503,027.03

delete
850.00
0.00
850.00
509,758.00

156,286.60

146,723.58

181,923.00

500.00
2,750.00
3,000.00
700.00
250.00
750.00
1,450.00
1,000.00
1,400.00
11,800.00

681.41
2,276.77
2,978.88
446.53
0.00
1,198.40
1,036.00
1,646.31
2,839.66
13,103.96

500.00
3,100.00
3,000.00
700.00
250.00
to Utilities
1,350.00
1,000.00
3,000.00
12,900.00

144,000.00
144,000.00

144,000.00
144,000.00

144,000.00
144,000.00

18,000.00
4,000.00
750.00
570.00
see above
23,320.00

18,804.33
3,843.52
748.44
564.55
see above
23,960.84

19,000.00
4,300.00
750.00
580.00
2,400.00
27,030.00

TREASURER’S REPORT:

						
2015 Budget
2015 Actual
61400 · Insurance
61410 · Property Insurance
4,400.00
3,658.05
61420 · Van Insurance
1,200.00
1,741.16
61430 · Workers Comp Insurance
700.00
996.50
Total 61400 · Insurance
6,300.00
6,395.71

Proposed
2016 Budget
3,350.00
2,184.00
1,000.00
6,534.00

61500 · Custodial Expense
61510 · Custodial Services
61520 · Custodial Supplies
61525 · Restroom Supplies
61530 · Kitchen Supplies
Total 61500 · Custodial Expense

21,000.00
0.00
2,400.00
700.00
24,100.00

18,325.00
207.00
1,712.20
677.13
20,921.33

21,860.00
  delete
2,000.00
800.00
24,660.00

61600 · Transportation
61610 · Van Expense
61620 · Senior Pastor Mileage Reimb
61630   Assoc Pastor Mileage Reimb
61640 · Youth Pastor Mileage Reimb
61650 · Support Staff Mileage Reimb
Total 61600 · Transportation

6,000.00
2,300.00
0.00
2,000.00
100.00
10,400.00

4,513.54
2,705.35
0.00
1,405.95
887.22
9,512.06

5,000.00
2,500.00
2,200.00
1,800.00
100.00
11,600.00

61700 · Building & Grounds
61710 · Contingency
61720 · Inside Maintenance & Repairs
61730 · Outside Maintenance
61740 · Alarm System Monitoring
61750   Furniture & Equipment
Total 61700 · Building & Grounds

10,000.00
1,000.00
12,000.00
1,500.00
0.00
24,500.00

9,825.12
1,018.07
10,966.39
1,435.08
0.00
23,244.66

5,000.00
2,000.00
15,000.00
1,600.00
400.00
24,000.00

Total 61000 · FACILITIES/ ADMINISTRATION 244,420.00

241,138.56

250,724.00

62000 · MINISTRY
62100 · Worship & Music
62120 · Music Supplies
62130 · Drama
62140 · Audio/Visual
62150 · Communion/ Advent Items
62160 · Kids’ Choir
Total 62100 · Worship & Music

1,200.00
300.00
3,000.00
250.00
300.00
5,050.00

502.69
0.00
664.17
40.23
13.91
1,221.00

1,000.00
300.00
3,000.00
250.00
300.00
4,850.00

62200 · Discipleship
62205 · Educational Material
62210 · VBS
62215 · Children’s Church
62220 · Kids’ Clubs
62225 · Summer Camp

3,000.00
2,000.00
1,500.00
3,500.00
1,500.00

4,580.55
1,049.27
1,132.91
3,552.26
1,740.00

4,000.00
2,000.00
1,500.00
2,500.00
1,000.00

TREASURER’S REPORT:

					
2015 Budget
2015 Actual
62230 · Nursery
250.00
248.01
62235 · Alliance Youth
8,650.00
6,238.19
62245   Life Conference
0.00
0.00
62255 · Senior Citizens
750.00
159.70
62260 · G C Women
250.00
306.63
62265 · Pastoral Training/Retreats/Conf
1,000.00
372.35
62266 · Lay Leadership Training
1,000.00
311.93
62270 · Alliance Men
250.00
211.80
Total 62200 · Discipleship
23,650.00
19,903.60
62300 · Outreach Ministries
62310 · Outreach
62320 · Connections
62330 · Advertising
62340 · Flowers
62350 · Special Services & Gifts
62360 · Website & E-mail
Total 62300 · Outreach Ministries

Proposed
2016 Budget
300.00
5,340.00
3,480.00
750.00
350.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
250.00
24,470.00

2,000.00
2,000.00
2,800.00
1,800.00
1,500.00
225.00
10,325.00

1,376.37
2,791.41
2,625.00
1,041.94
1,591.41
162.00
9,588.13

2,000.00
3,000.00
1,000.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
170.00
9,170.00

500.00
1,200.00
1,000.00
300.00
21,387.00
12,000.00
0.12
36,387.12
75,412.12

1,232.84
1,200.00
1,000.00
300.00
20,409.42
12,000.00
0.00
36,142.26
66,854.99

1,000.00
1,200.00
1,200.00
300.00
24,921.00
10,000.00
delete
38,621.00
77,111.00

476,118.72

454,717.13

509,758.00

NET INCOME		

48,309.90

62400 · Missions Local
62410 · International Worker Conference
62420 · Crisis Ministry of Davidson Co
62425 · Greater Things Outreach Center
62430 · The Gideons International
62440 · Mission SAD
62450 · Pete Brokopp Support
62460 · Brandon Hilstad Support
Total 62400 · Missions Local
Total 62000 · MINISTRY
TOTAL EXPENSE

The 2015 budget surplus was $26.908.31.
2015 giving to the General Fund was 106% of budget; expense was 96% of budget.
2015 giving to the General Fund increased 13% while expense increased 3% over that of 2014.
$129,799.94 of total giving was given online.
Mortgage principal balance on 1/15/16 was $754,914.94.  Interest paid in 2015 totaled $48,720.04.
A total of $301 in special gifts was given to Hannah Fisher, our TCK.
$11,555 in excess of budgeted funds was given to Greater Things Outreach Center.
Thank you for giving faithfully to the Lord’s work!

2015 Vacation
Bible School
Submitted by Michelle Wyatt
WOW! That kind of sums up VBS this
year. Vacation Bible School was held
July 13-17 in the evenings. We had a
wonderful week at VBS exploring the
sights, sounds and culture of Thailand
while learning about our amazing God
at the same time. We learned that God
is real, God is love, God is forgiving
and God is forever. Through video
presentation, we were introduced to
several children that live in Thailand
and were able to see that although there
are many things that are different about
their lives from ours, there are many
things that are the same and God loves us
all. We had 4 days of our VBS program
with an attendance of 80 at our highest
and 76 at our lowest between Monday
and Thursday. Friday night was family
night. 58 children attended along with
family members. We had a packed house
of around 160 people including many of
our volunteers. There were at least 70
workers that volunteered time, energy
and resources at some time during the
week. It was great to see the wide variety
of volunteers spanning from rising 6th
graders to rising 60’s and beyond. The
VBS staff consisted of lot of returning
workers as well as some people that
haven’t done it in a while and some first
timers. Several people that were unable
to work during VBS that committed to
praying for us, these prayers were felt
many times through the week and are a
big reason that things went so well. The
children raised $689.90 that was sent to
help build a playground for children in
Thailand. At least 3 children that gave
their hearts to God during the week and
many others asked important questions
to learn more about God. A big thanks
goes out to the entire church for your
support of this important ministry!
     VBS 2016 will be here before you know
it. Please prayerfully consider how you
will be involved in the VBS this summer!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:

Kids’ Club

Submitted in love for Kelly Shumaker by Gayla Ware and Dana Coppley
In Kids Club this year we had our annual kick off on September
9th with a Superheroes theme. The kids dressed up as their favorite
superhero and we served sub sandwiches to the children and parents.
It was a time of fellowship, games, and we were able to tell the parents
the plan for the upcoming year.
This year in Kids Club we added an additional age group to our
existing 4. There seemed to be a need for 2 and 3 year olds this year,
so we created a class for them. It is led by Carol and Amy Tesh and is
held in the nursery room but designed for toddlers. They do a lesson,
have snack, play games and learn music. We also provide a preschool
group, kindergarten and 1st, 2nd and 3rd grade and 4th and 5th grade.
We average 55-65 kids each week, depending on kids’ practices and
school activities.
Our curriculum is the same this year as it was last year. We use
Newspring Network, it’s based out of a church in S.C. and it is free. It
has been hugely successful and both staff and kids love it! We open each
Wednesday in the “big room” and sing and dance and praise the Lord, I
know He loves seeing these children come together in His name.
We began our year with a Superheroes theme on September 16.
We had that until November 4th. We had a special thanksgiving lesson
November 18th with some special Thanksgiving snacks. December
2nd we began our “Spin it to Win it” series and will finish that this
month. In February and March, we will do the “Crowned” series and
we will finish the year out with the “Camp Wanna Stay” series.
We got away from community service this year and decided to focus
on teaching God’s word to each child and provide an environment for
them to build relationships with their teachers and friends. Sometimes
less is more and God is enough and we want the kids to realize that too.
This program isn’t one person or even two. This program is
successful because the volunteers working in Kids Club love the Lord
and want to serve Him by working with children. Each person brings a
different gift that God has given them and it is evident each week that
we work with these children that God is moving. They don’t require a
thank you but I can’t go without at least a shout out to the wonderful
Kids Club Staff: Carol Tesh, Amy Tesh, Stephanie Errington, Tabatha
Daley, Michelle Wyatt, Terri Cash, Gayla Ware, Kortney DeHass,
Laura Stewart, Brian Hutchinson, Jessica Shumaker, Dana Coppley,
Sheila Abbott, Jean Busse and Nancy Pierce and at times others have
been called in to help. It is a godly group and we ask your continued
prayers as we use our talents to serve Him and your children and
grandchildren. We want them to know Jesus in a REAL WAY and be
able to spread His love to others.
“Tell it to your children, and let their children tell it to their
children, and their children to the next generation.” (Joel 1:3)

Nursery
Submitted by Abby Nifong

Children’s Church
Submitted by Pastor Paul Titus
Our Children’s Church ministry continued to grow throughout 2015
as children from preschool through 5th grade continued to encounter
the truth of Jesus on a weekly basis.
We continued with the large-group, small-group format that we
began using last year, and we continued to work our way through
God’s Word using the Betty Luken flannel graph materials. Teachers
Keith Tesh, John Stauffer, Derek Ware and Eddie Pierce have been
our excellent large-group teachers throughout the year. This is with
the exception of the preschool, where, under the direction of Sheila
Abbott, the teachers have been working through the “Discipleland”
curriculum. All of the kids are together for welcome and worship, led
usually by Lindsey Shumaker and/or Cayden and Kara Dally, with the
help of Drew Coppley. The 40 or so regular leaders and helpers continue
to follow a quarterly schedule with the help of sub-coordinators for
each month and age group.
As you can imagine, this kind of labor-intensive ministry requires
a good deal of planning and coordination. Thanks to Keith Tesh,
who puts together our follow-up questions every week, and to Teresa
Spencer and Ricky, Shasta, and Maddy Byerly, who faithfully come into
the office each week to pick out the flannel graph figures.  Lauren also
helps out regularly by copying the handouts for the older kids and the
lessons for the younger ones. Diane Thomas has been going back with
the kids every week to make sure all of the classes have everything they
need.
We are extremely excited to be welcoming new leadership to our
Children’s Church in 2016. Tracy Nifong has agreed to be our scheduling
and recruitment director. Teresa Spencer will continue to coordinate
all of the other administrative details. Ashley Landes will be the new
welcome person and up-front leader and will coordinate the worship
helpers. Meanwhile, Sheila Abbott will continue to plan the preschool
curriculum. We have a great team in place for future growth. Please
pray for us!

This year in the nursery we opened up the
wall to the entrance and created a welcome/
drop off area for our kids and parents, which
has been a huge hit! Each week we have at
least 4 children and some weeks as many
as 12. There are still some very small/new
babies that are still able to sleep and snuggle
with family that haven’t made their nursery
debut yet and a few new ones on the way
that will shoot the12 to about 15. It is great
to see this part of the church growing!! Each
Sunday morning during the Sunday school
hour, for the last 2-3 years, Donna Talmon
has kept our nursery but this year we had to
add another set of hands, Peanutt Kepley. A
huge thank you to the both of you for your
weekly commitment to these children and
their parents. During the service we have an
infant nursery (newborn-crawling) as well
as a toddler (walking-2 years) nursery and
someone running our welcome/drop off
desk (right after Sunday school until the kids
let out for children’s church). If you would be
interested in getting involved in any capacity
we would love to have you! Thank you to all
our current volunteers and the parents that
trust us with your most valuable possession!

Beginners’ Church
Submitted by Sheila Abbott
Beginners’ church continues to offer
a transition between the nursery and
Children’s Church program, offering time
in both areas. An average of 10 children
attended each Sunday in 2015. This year,
an alarm was installed on the doorway to
add extra security.
Additional helpers are needed. If
you feel led to teach or assist in this
early learning class, we welcome your
involvement!

Passing the Torch
Submitted by Pastor Ben Landes
Change was the operative word around
FAC in 2015. I had the honor to serve
as youth pastor until August, then in
late September God sent us Pastor Kyle.
A huge thank you to Rodney Barber
who led the youth ministry for two
months between me and Pastor Kyle.
Finally, thanks to all our amazing Youth
Sponsors who selflessly love our teens.
Ashley and I love you like family!
Here are some of the Highlights from
January-August 2015:
• Winter Blast: January 25-27
33 sponsors and teens
• Youth Leadership Team:
6 teens planned and led several
different events.
• Grain of Hope: March 6 & 7
Our teens raised over $2400 for
clean water in Burkina Faso and led
worship for the event.
• Powertime Camp 2015:
30 teens and kids go as campers
15 adults go as workers/counselors
3 receive Christ
Other students make commitments
for Christ!
• Dominican Republic Mission Trip:
July 25-August 1
1 student made a commitment
to missionary service, several
committed to being more disciplined
in their Bible study, and one felt the
call to ministry.
I’m grateful for the opportunity I had
over the last 8 years here to serve our
youth and youth families. Ashley and
I love you very much! And I’m proud
of the direction Pastor Kyle is leading
you. The future of youth ministry here
at FAC is looking bright!

YOUTH REPORT:

A Year of Change
Submitted by Pastor Kyle Bahm
Has it been only 3 months since I started?  It feels like Doreen,
Shiloh, and I have been here for years. What an awesome
church family we have here at First Alliance. The future is
indeed bright for the church and for the youth ministry.
Pastor Paul challenged me to focus my efforts on building
relationships with the youth, and I have taken that challenge
very seriously. I am praising God for the walls he is shattering
between myself and the youth, and I look forward to climbing
to greater heights of trust with the kids in 2016.
Here are some highlights from the end of 2015:
· Middle School Retreat
We had an awesome time in Myrtle Beach of fellowship,
teaching, and service. Rodney planned and led the retreat,
while Doreen and I were able to focus on spending time with
the kids. Our high school worship team did a marvelous
job leading the middle school students of the South Atlantic
District in worship.
· Hang Out Night:
We had a big hang out night in October with over 40 youth,
playing capture the flag, eating s’mores, and enjoying one
another’s company.
· Youth Sunday:
The youth were empowered to not only lead worship
but also to be greeters, serve coffee, be ushers, work the
powerpoint, praying for the worship service and sharing the
announcements. It was such a giant blessing for me to see
the potential in the lives of our youth to be used greatly by
our Lord for the purpose of his Kingdom work.
· Veterans Day Breakfast:
Special thanks to Derek Ware for coming to the church to
speak to the kids about his time of service. Derek not only
shared details about what it was like to fight for our country,
but he also shared a testimony about God working miracles
to keep him safe during such a dangerous time.

Middle School Retreat 2015

Youth Ministry
Goals for 2016:

______________________
#1 Equip Seniors

with information to defend
their faith in their next
phase of life.

#2 Strengthen Relationships
· Church Basketball:
We have 40 kids this year playing on 4 teams. What an awesome
outreach this is. Please pray that all who participate in our league will
give their lives over to Jesus and be committed to attending church. I
am excited about all the new faces I get to meet through the basketball
league. I especially want to thank Jeff Foster for his service to this
church and the community.
· Christmas Activities:
We ended the year celebrating the birth of our Savior in a multitude
of ways. The youth participated in the Operation Christmas Child
initiative, and helped send out 112 boxes overseas. I want to thank the
Lynch family for hosting a packing party for the kids. We also spent time
at 542 praying over boxes, so that Jesus would be glorified wherever
the box ended up. We finished the year with a Christmas party at the
Cimpeans’ house. This was a time of fellowship, food, and fun (the
three key ingredients for success at a youth event). We concluded the
evening with ice skating, and only a minor amount of falls, praise God!
I am eagerly waiting to see what the Lord has in store for us in 2016.  
The sponsors and I have been working diligently to plan some awesome
stuff for the kids.  We sense a wave of the Holy Spirit moving in the youth
to break through in their lives in a big way. Please join us in praying for
the youth of our church; that their lives are changed and that they are
actively seeking the Lord’s will for their lives.
Thank you for supporting our ministry. Continue praying for us. Pray
for Doreen and I, to be bold in sharing the gospel. Pray for supernatural
strength for the sponsors who dedicate their time to disciple our youth.
And pray for the youth, that they may be transformed by the grace of
God, and their spiritual growth surpasses that of their physical and
intellectual growth.

with the youth, with one
another and with the
sponsors.

#3 Invite Friends

to nights of worship and a
gospel message. We want to
be strategic in sharing the
gospel with those who do
not know the Lord.

#4 Empower the Youth

to serve in the church. We
already have youth on the
worship team and serving
in children’s ministry.
We would like to see that
continue and grow.

#5 Commitments to
Spiritual Discipline

We want youth to make
commitments to the
Lord and to their church
body while taking their
relationship with Jesus to
the next level.

Youth Treasurer Report
Submitted by Terry Burnett

Once again our youth group had a busy year, kicking the year
off with Winter Blast 2015. We had a good turnout and the cost
of approximately $4,300.00 was pretty much taken care of by the
youth who chose to attend.
The major event of this year was a mission trip to the Dominican
Republic. This activity was an exciting time for both the youth and
the adults that accompanied them. When they returned, their
testimonies allowed the congregation to share in the excitement.
This type of activity is especially important to our church family as
seeds are planted to help grow future missionaries, thus fulfilling
an important church goal and God’s command for us to spread
the Word to all the nations. The expense of this trip (over $15,000)
was paid for by participating families in addition to several fund
raising events. God’s blessings to the youth that went and to the
families and friends that helped with the finances!
A popular annual activity each year is always Power Time
Camp. The many youth that attend look forward to it and strive
hard to earn the finances needed to attend. They get together and
have a lot of fun and hear a lot about what the Lord expects of
each of them. Once again the kids worked hard to help pay for the
$7,500.00 needed to cover those attending.
There were several other activities throughout the year. These
encouraged the youth to accomplish a variety of goals. Some
of these activities were just fun to do and helped enhance their
bonding with one another and with our Lord. These included trips,
sporting activities and other get togethers. They also continued the
work of raising additional money for Grain of Hope.
Our total income and outflow for the year was approximately
$40,000.00. The amount was not nearly as important as what it
accomplished in these young people’s lives.
The youth completed this year on a mixed note by saying
goodbye to their former youth pastor and hello to their new one.
Though I’m sure it was with mixed emotions that they watched Ben
move on in his ministry, they also met Kyle with the excitement
of a new adventure. It is becoming very apparent that Kyle was
definitely sent here with God’s blessing and we look forward to
what He has in mind for both Kyle and his new ministry with our
youth.
We will all be anxious to watch Kyle grow and our youth
respond to him. It should be an exciting time for all of them and
we will keep all of them in our prayers.

YOUTH FINANCIAL REPORT:
Submitted by Terry Burnett

INCOME
General Fund
Grain of Hope
PowerTime Camp
Basketball League
542 Laser Tag Bowling
DR Mission Trip
Winter Blast 2015
Hangin Rock Hike
Middle School Retreat
Wet & Wild Youth
Life 2016 Deposits
Miscellaneous
TOTAL DEPOSITS

$6,385.00
$2,628.50
$7,330.00
$1,200.00
$545.00
$15,327.72
$2,162.00
$420.00
$935.00
$354.00
$1,688.00
$99.44
$39,074.66

EXPENSES
Winter Blast 2015
$4,324.53
Grain of Hope
$2,522.35
DR Mission Trip
$17,717.86
PowerTime Camp
$7,540.00
542 Laser Tag & Bowling
$917.15
Golf Tournament
$303.00
Youth Text Program
$240.00
Middle School Retreat
$2,240.00
Wet & Wild Youth Trip
$420.00
Graduation Luncheon
$176.00
Hanging Rock Outing
$203.18
High School Camping Trip $297.44
Church Basketball League $1,303.40
Parent/Teen Cookout
$124.42
Youth Lake Trip
$119.99
Ice Cream / Kyle’s Welcome $142.93
Youth 1 on 1 Discipleship
$126.09
Youth Room Decorations
$312.30
Crosswalk T-Shirt
$130.00
Youth Hang Out
$118.49
Leaf Racking Fund Raiser
$86.02
Miscellaneous
$1,285.84
TOTAL EXPENSES
$40,650.99
Net Income for 2015
01/01/15 Balance
12/31/15 Balance

($1,576.33)
$5,785.47
$4,209.14

DEACONESS
REPORT:

DEACONS’ REPORT:

Benevolent Fund

Submitted by Connie Stewart

Submitted by Matt Abbott
This year, our Benevolent Fund has seen unprecedented use, both
in gifts given and donations received. One point of clarification
regarding this fund is that, unlike other funds in the church,
it is completely donation driven. It receives no funding from
the General Fund of the church. The balance of this account
may change on a daily or monthly basis due to the nature of the
requests and donations given.  God has allowed us to be good
stewards of this fund with gifts to the First Alliance Church body
and the community as well. The Deacons have established a set
of guidelines in regards to requests from the community which
allows us to assist community members but also maintains a
level to always be able to assist church members.
For the purpose of reporting, we designate Church Members
and Community Members, however no further information can
be given regarding the amounts or the names of the recipients in
order to protect their anonymity and allow the fund to continue
to bless throughout the community. Tax guidelines state that no
amounts may be designated for a specific individual, but we do
accept and consider suggestions.
Please pray for the office staff and the deacons involved in
these decisions as the requests often require quick response time,
prayerful consideration, discernment and flexibility to be able to
meet the needs.

Beginning Balance (January 1st, 2015)
Donations Received

$4575.53             
$19404.73

Gifts to Church Members

$7929.43

Gifts to Community

$3609.30

Ending Balance (December 31st, 2015)

$12,441.53

I was privileged to work with a great
group of ladies known as deaconesses
during the past year. Our group, much
like our church, is diverse. We have a
variety of ages and experience levels
serving on this committee. Some work
part time, some full time, and some
are retired. The main thing we have in
common is the desire to meet the needs
of the First Family. Each month we set
up and then clean up the communion
elements. Whenever there is a baptism
service, a deaconess is there to assist.
Whenever there is a death, birth, or
serious illness in our church family, a
meal is provided with the help of this
committee. We also make visits, phone
calls and send cards. Another deaconess
ministry is giving away prayer shawls
throughout the year. Every time we
were made aware of a need, these
ladies have stepped up to meet it!
Although records were not kept
of all our activities, here are a few that
were tracked:

11 visits
49 cards
10 calls
3 meals for families with new babies
4 funeral meals
3 meals for the sick
15 prayer shawls given
These are numbers collected from just a
few of our members.

VITAL STATISTICS
285

AVERAGE
ATTENDANCE

Up 6.34% From 2014

214

FAC TOTAL
MEMBERSHIP

Up 9.74% From 2014

2015 NEW MEMBERS
Kyle & Doreen Bahm
Jim & Mary Brindley
Ricky & Shasta Byerly
Terri Cash
Zach & Emily Cash
Anderson Conrad
Zack & Jennifer Craver
Dustin Foster
Taylor Gilreath
Bill & Deborah Griffin
Barbara Sue Herring
Patrick & Lauren Lynch
B.J. Porter
Travis & Melanie Stewart
Randy Wallace

7

BIRTHS /
ADOPTIONS

+ 4 Baby Dedications

5

BAPTISMS

AT
LEAST

13

Given to Christ

Operation Christmas Child

112 PREPARED

SHOEBOX GIFTS

= 112 children in restricted areas
received the gospel message

Three-Year Plan Highlights...
Back in early 2014, FAC adopted a 3-year plan to guide us in our
future growth. At the end of the first year, we had accomplished
about 80% of our goals.

Now that it’s a year later, how are we doing?
Here are a few things in the plan that have been
accomplished in the last year...
n		Leadership training funds added to the annual budget
n		Missions bulletin board moved and a team in place to
update it
n Encouraging of ministry leaders to involve young adults in
leadership
n		Change the role of deacons and reflect this in our bylaws *
n Enhancement of small-group ministries
n		“Help Wanted” notices in the Welcome Center (but we will
need a few more!)
n		Planning for service-oriented outreach in our community *
* You’ll hear more about these in the Annual Meeting!

Here is the list of things that haven’t yet happened...
n		More consistent multi-media missions presentations
n Connect ministry leaders to staff members for formal
meetings every 6 months
n		Begin visitation ministries for families of kids coming to our
children’s ministries
n Offer evangelism training opportunities

Here’s what’s supposed to happen in 2016...
n		Begin an “ambassador” program for connecting new people
to established members.
n Explore opportunities for seniors to “adopt” youth group
members for prayer and friendship

GREAT COMMISSION WOMEN:

Strong, Courageous & Doing the Work
Submitted by Bev Arnold

“Be strong and courageous, and do the work.” I Chronicles 28:20
This is the recommendation for all God’s people, especially when facing
challenges. Our church has been facing challenges of various kinds this past
year. We need to be strong in faith, in prayer and in works.
Our GCW ladies group is small but faithful. Last March we had a good
group attending the Ladies Retreat at Ridgecrest. We enjoyed the messages
from Karen Dagher and Janice Kropp. We were given the new theme for the
year - “Placed for a purpose.”
Then in May we hosted a rally for local churches that we called “May
Marvels” We had a great turnout and heard of the marvels that God is doing in
Jordan as presented by Mary Sheehan. Then in September we went to Reidsville
for the Fall Rally hosted by the church plant called the Gathering in the Rock.
All these gatherings are marked by good food, good fellowship and good
reports from the work God is doing overseas. We are looking forward to our
next Retreat in April.
Our Alliance Women also support and encourage our Third Culture Kid,
Hannah Fisher by sponsoring an offering among the larger church family
which has produced wonderful amounts which were greatly appreciated by
Hannah and her family.
This coming year we will be courageous and downright bold in inviting all
our ladies to participate.

MEN’S MINISTRY:

Looking Forward to New Projects
Submitted by Pastor Ben Landes
This year we assembled a Men’s ministry team. Tom Diehl is heading up the Men’s
Breakfasts. Zach Cash is the new Alliance Men’s President, and John Stauffer and
I head up the discipleship piece. We look forward to 2016, as we aim to reach out
to the community through hands on service projects and repairs.

GREAT COMMISSION WOMEN
FINANCIAL REPORT:
Submitted by Barbara Daniel,
Treasurer, Great Commission
Women
INCOME
Beginning Balance
Deposits
TOTAL

$8.57
$2136.27
$2144.84

EXPENSES
Great Commission Fund $180.00
Missionary Outfit Call
$250.00
GCW District
    Operating Fund
$60.00
Retreat Expenses
$1645.00
TOTAL
$2135.00
Ending Balance

$9.84

___________________________

ALLIANCE MEN’S
FINANCIAL REPORT:
Submitted by Pastor Paul Titus
INCOME
Beginning Balance
Deposits
TOTAL

$369.12
$0.00
$369.12

EXPENSES
Retreat Expenses
TOTAL

$220.00

Ending Balance

$149.12

$220.00

SEASONED
CITIZENS:

A Year of Fun,
Fellowship & Food
Submitted By Arlita Smith
This was our first year of
meeting monthly at the church.
It was year of fun fellowship
and plenty of food. Jacob
Gordon shared about Senior
Services of Davidson County,
Joe Coppley showed slides
and talked of their trip across
the U.S. and Doris Allen did a
program on her hats. We had
great testimonies by several
members. Some meetings were
just fellowship and praying for
each other. Attendance 20-25.
Please come and join us.

COLLEGE & CAREER:

Excited to See What God Has Planned
Submitted by Chelsea Pardue
Our year started off great as we celebrated New Years at Tom and Donna
Talmon’s with a taco bar and a night full of games and conversation. We
expanded our class this year and welcomed many new members varying
in ages. We usually have a full class with lots of participation during our
studies and discussions. This year we studied the Sermon on the Mount,
Galatians, Philippians and sections of Matthew and Romans. We joined
together again at Tom and Donna’s for The Superbowl and watched the
New England Patriots beat the Seattle Seahawks (28-24). We collected
money from numerous members in our class again this year and were
able to sponsor 5 more Burkina Promise kids. We welcomed back Katie
McWhorter and Christy Stauffer from their teaching assignments in
North Africa. For the start of 2016 we are sending Luke McCarn to
Burkino Faso to dig wells and finishing up Phillipians. We are excited
to see what God has planned for our new class. Maybe even a move to a
bigger room as we had a “bring your own chair” class this past Sunday!

Betty Koonts planned great
trips this year:
• Concord Mills
• Southern Living Show
• Barn Theater
• Victory Junction
• Shattley Springs
• Classic Diner
    & Persimmon Farm
• Greensboro Shopping
• Mt. Airy
• Myrtle Beach
• Thomasville Hospital / K&W

Young adult small group celebrates the end of another great year!
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